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Come Together to
Make Schools Safe

By Rahul B. Gavhane & Dr. Saurabh Dalal

hampakvan’s most prestigious
‘ school was Champs High School

where Jumbo, the elephant was
the principal. In the past few years,
Champakvan had been a victim of
floods, drought, forest fires and
earthquakes and recently there had been
cases of food poisoning and road
accidents as well. This affected Champs
High School too.

Most of the animals that lived in
Champakvan did not know about the
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School Safety: Salient Features

® Raising Disaster Awareness
® Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk Assessment
® Structural and Non-structural Safety
- ® Alert Mechanism
. ® Training of School Disaster Mahagement Committee
® Evacuation Plan and Calendar of Preparedness Activities

Facilities and Resource Mapping

precautions and safety measures to be
taken during disasters due to which
Champakvan had suffered huge losses.
Seeing the media coverage of the
disaster management activities of
government organizations like National
Institute of Disaster Management
(NIDM), Principal Jumbo and Cheeku,
the rabbit from the children’s group
decided to enroll the school in the
awareness programmes and training

conducted by NIDM.

| National Institute of |
| Disaster Management [ suggested they make a
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Mock Drills

At the school’s request, NIDM
organized a programme at Champs
High School, which was attended not
only by the school’s management,
staff and students but all the
residents of Champakvan as
well. The program included
mock drills and lectures by
its disaster specialists.
Awareness material
containing safety tips, do’s
and don’t’s and information
about different disasters
was also distributed.

During the program,
disaster specialists also
discussed tragedies like the
Kumbakonam fire, school
bus accidents, the earthquake at Bhuj
among others in which school children
were affected due to unsafe school
buildings and little or no knowledge

~ about safety measures.
Principal Jumbo and the
team from NIDM also

mock drills, and educate
the animals about the do’s
& don’ts to be observed
during disasters.

It was recognized that
children are the most

school safety plan, conduct

Drop, Cover
ahd Hold
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vulnerable group during disasters and

need to be educated about safe and
secure environments in school and at
home. As a result of NIDM’s
programme the school’s staff, teachers,
children and the residents of
Champakvan learnt about disasters and
the need to be better prepared to face
them and stay safe.

Thus, all the residents at Champakvan
learnt what to do before, during and
after disasters and other emergencies.
Prinipal Jumbo, Cheeku and all the
students understood that since the
school is their second home they need to
make it safe. They thanked NIDM for
teaching them that to know disasters
means no disasters’ ®



