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Trends of disasters
Loss of  l ives and economic damage in 
ESCAP region have rapidly increased in 
relation to other regions
Loss of  l ives reduced: 100,000/yr in last f ive 
decades to 42,000 in last 15 years
Annual economic loss increased: US$10.6 
bi l l ion in  last f ive decades to US$29 bil l ion 
in last 15 years

Private sector loss > 70% total loss
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� Established Bureau of Flood Control in 1949
� Establishment of Mekong Commit tee in 1957
� Establishment of ESCAP/WMO Typhoon 

Committee in 1968
� Establishment of WMO/ESCAP Panel on 

Tropical Cyclones for  Bay of  Bengal and 
Arabian Sea in 1971

� Close cooperation with ISDR, UNDP, ADPC, 
ADRC, WMO, etc 

Foundation of UNESCAP Regional 
Strategy on DRR
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Changes in Annual  Ec onom ic Dam age of 
Natural Disast ers in the Region
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Evolution of UNESCAP regional 
strategy on disaster risk  management
� Strengthening subregional networks on 

early warnings and DRM , especial ly 
Typhoon Committee and Panel on Tropical 
Cyclones.  

� Support development of  guidelines and 
technical manuals on DRM

� Increased focus on integration of  DRM  into 
socio-economic development process: SPM  
and CBDRM

� Promotion for the development of  regional 
multi-hazard early warning systems 
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Example of Regional Collaboration: 
Typhoon Committee (TC)

� Toward a more effecti ve contr i buti on to HFA : 
TC Strategi c Pl an 2006-2011

� TC V i si on: Commi tment to be a Wor l d’s best 
i ntergovernmental , regi onal  organi zati on … to 
mi t i gate i mpacts and r i sks of typhoon-rel ated 
di sasters

� K RA  1 :  Enhance cooperati on to reduce 50%  
number  of deaths by typhoon-related di sasters

� K RA  2:  Enhance cooperati on to reduce 20% the 
economi c i mpacts by typhoon-related di sasters
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Death by hydro-meteorological 
disasters in TC Area
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Damage by hydro-meteoro logical 
disasters in TC Area

Sourc e: " E M-DAT: 
The OFDA/ CRED 
International  Di saster
Dat abas e, www.em -
dat.net - Univer si té
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Concluding Remarks
Regional cooperation is moving towards 
socio-economic results-oriented for which 
regional ef forts on the fol low ing areas are 
desirable:

� Enhanced cooperation among developing 
countries (South-South cooperation)

� Regional  goal  setting provides more incentive 
f or strong regional  cooperation

� Appl i cation of  strategic planning and 
management to DRR enhances commitment of  
leadership and stakeholders and promotes 
better accountabi l i ty
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Thank youThank you
for more information our activ it iesfor more information our activ it ies

www.unescap.org/esdwww.unescap.org/esd


