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Increased degradation of forests has 
resulted in increased vulnerability to 
Droughts. decrease in the closed forest area  (as %  
of total forest area) from 77 % during 1972–75  to 30 
% by 1996.  Kalahandi and Balangir chronic drought 
conditions and hunger, often leading to starvation 
deaths or deaths resulting from hunger-related 
diseases.
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