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Introduction 
• Risk can be attributed to many factors which are both intrinsic and 

extrinsic to the community.

• In the present day context, flood risk reduction programmes mainly 
focuses on the physical component of the risk like building of check 
dams, developing a scientific early warning system, etc . But the 
social and cultural component of the risk  are often neglected.

• The communities living in flood prone areas are becoming more 
vulnerable  as floods have become more frequent, intense and 
unpredictable due to the changing environmental condition.

• The economic condition and the resources deteriorates and many 
other complex social problems emerges.

• There is a need for a holistic approach  wherein the local needs and 
capacity  are properly addressed 

• The present study analyses the local capacity and needs of a flood 
affected village in the Bahraich District of Uttar Pradesh, India

Methodology of the study 
• A fieldwork was conducted in August 2008 .

• Primary data were collected by using different methods and 
techniques. 

• Social mapping : to understand the physical environment ,the 
settlement pattern,  type of housing,  income  of the households, 
areas of important places like schools and temples, safe areas to 
evacuate during the flood,etc.

• Observation : day to day activities, interaction between community 
members, etc.

• Group discussions and interviews :  an interview guide was used 
and attempted to  capture the condition of the environment in the 
past and present, changes in the demography and settlement 
pattern, changing economic practices, political scenario, social
stratification of the community, profile of natural hazards and 
disasters that have affected the community, assistances and support 
from external agencies, etc.

The study area 
• The study was undertaken in village Golaganj , Bahraich District of 

eastern Uttar Pradesh, India.

• It is a perennially flooded village.

• Many of the houses were dislocated many times due to cutting of 
land by the changing river course.

• The village is situated at the bank of Ghaghra River. 

• The village is situated about 30 kms, in the southern part of the 
Bahraich town.

• The infrastructure of the village is very poor with no private or public 
transport system to reach the village, no electricity, water, health 
care centres, proper sanitation facilities, etc.

• Village populatuon consist of Thakurs, Brahmins, Kahar (kayasth), 
Yadav (ahir), Lodh (Rajputh), Gupta (bhujwa), Chamars (Harijan),
dhobi, Pasi and pal. Caste hierarchy and social stratification is 
prevalent in this village.
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Understanding history for analysing the 
local needs and capacity 

The village was a business centre, there were also

other migrant community like the Marwari and 

communities from the other places, came and 

settled in the village for the purpose of business. 

But as years passed by, people sensed and 

observed that the river has been changing its 

course and it was nearing the village. Predicting 

the impending danger, many have left the village

but the original inhabitors who have their agriculture land and
houses had to stay back and face the flood. Those rich and wealthy 
people who could buy land at higher rate bought land at higher 
places which are far off from the river and shifted there and those 
poor and lower class people who could not afford to buy land have 
settled near the river which was cheaper. (Kriparam Khasyap, 64)

Continued…
• In terms of the history of the flood, the present generation of 

inhabitants has been facing floods since the time they could recall. 

• Normal floods are expected every year during the month of July to 
October and the problem generally faced were of inundation. 

• Since, 2004 the floods became more unpredictable and damaging. 
The main cause for such unpredictable floods is opening of dam and 
influx of water from Nepal. 

• The rivers started changing its course with cutting of houses and 
agricultural lands. 

• Some devastating flood in the past, one was in 1955 flood, the level 
of water was very high inundating vast area. 

• Villagers persuaded government to build an elevated embankment 
so that flood water does not reach villages which are far off from the 
river.

• Now this embankment has acted as a safe place to take shelter 

during flooding.

Understanding the social system for 
analysing local needs and capacity

• The community has been associated with flood for generations, 
flood has become a part of the social life of the villagers. 

• The whole social system has been changed to adapt to the 
prevailing socio-economic conditions

• Joint families have disintegrated into nuclear family as people feels 
that nuclear family is more conducive with the deteriorating 
economic condition. 

• Peoples prefer having a large nuclear family with more number of
sons as sons are stronger and has more income earning capacity

• Well coordinated divisions of labour  among family members in the 
day to life as well as at the time of the floods. Women take care for 
storing and preserving food while men make sure to earn enough 
and save so that it can be used at the time of the flood

• In the present scenario, due to the lack of resources and agricultural 
land, women equally take part in wage labour.

Continued…
• In terms of marriage caste endogamy is strictly followed and 

marrying a woman from lower caste is considered to be demeaning 

• In the present time, the caste differences are slowly breaking down 
and the villagers have witnessed certain case of inter caste 
marriage. 

• The system of dowry was highly prevalent at one time. The 
economic condition of the villagers is poor, giving dowry is no more 
a trend. 

• Agriculture was the main occupation of the villagers but due to the 
cutting of the land the villagers heavily relay on wage labour. 

• Male migration to other states like Punjab and state capital Lucknow 
is also an alternate source of income

• The villagers invented an agricultural practice known Attai-battai 
which the landless farmers use the land of another person and the 
produced are shared.

• Intercropping is vastly practiced , villagers heavily relay on the 
variety of crops which can be grown together. Also relay on variety 
of crops which give them food security and also which can resist
flooding

Understanding culture for analysing local 
needs and capacity

• Culture has been defined as that complex whole which includes 
knowledge, beliefs, arts, morals, laws, customs and any other 
capabilities and habit acquired by man as a member of the society

• People of Golaganj have also shaped their culture according to the 
changing ecological condition and developed a vast knowledge 
which help them to adapt with the perennial floods

• They consider floods as a normal event that is bound to happen and 
devised cultural and social strategies to respond to the floods in all 
the stages i.e. anticipation, coping and recovery.

• Anticipation – predicting rain and flood by environmental signals 
(humidity of the air, black clouds and roaring sound of clouds, 
direction of the air, moistness of the soil, etc.) and animal behaviour 
(roaming of snakes in the homestead areas, croaking of frogs in 
unusual manner, ants moving up in the higher places, flying of 
pellicle birds from south to north direction, sighting of species of 
birds which are not usually seen in the village surroundings, flying 
away of cuckoo from their nest)

Continued…. 
• Coping : Using local technology building Machan , lifting the

Khatiya by tying with rope on the beam, the portable Chulla, Pihan 
and Takkat (the wooden platform) ,etc.

• Safest house to stay during flooding. Houses made of cement and 
brick are the best but all cannot afford  so people now prefer to stay 
in houses made up thatched wall as it does not crumble down easily 
like

• Recovery : Recovery depends on the economic capacity of the 
household.  They most depend on the kin members  and money 
lenders. According to the villagers, they have not been getting 
enough relief material from the external agencies. 

• Amount of distributed rice and sugar by the government  is not 
sufficient. 

• Few years back, an NGO distributed six hundred rupees and a big 
plastic sheet for each and every household which was the only 
remarkable relief material, the villagers has ever received. 

• The villagers are not getting enough help for recovery so they had to 
bring themselves back into the normal condition with their capacity.



Conclusion 
• The study revealed a whole complex other issues which are to be 

incorporated while planning a people flood reduction programmes.

• History itself reveals that poor and marginalised people have been 
facing the flood for long which in turn has worsened their living 
condition.

• Safe place for habitation are not necessarily scarce but are 
expensive for the local people living in flood prone areas with their 
scarce and limited income.

• Concept of having a large nuclear family with more number may 
lead to sexual disparity and decline in the sex ratio so  issues of 
family planning  should be incorporate . 

• Encouraging women to have more number of children  and involving
in wage labour may cause a detrimental impact on the health of the 
women so health of women should also be given priority.

• Adopted agricultural practices  by the villagers which are best suited 
for the present environmental conditions needs further 
encouragement from the external agencies so that producing 
capacity may be increased.

Continued…
• Local people have great knowledge about the crops that can be best 

grown which could be incorporated for uplifting the economy and 
agricultural practices. 

• People have also developed the skills of making houses  with locally 
available material which are best suited to adapt to the flood and 
cost effective. Beside both the man and women have developed 
knowledge and skills for making material objects which enable them 
to adapt to the changing environmental conditions. These need to
be formalised and transmitted to younger generations and the 
masses.

• People have well coordinated system in terms of preparation, coping 
and recovery. This local mechanism can be enhanced and 
addressed for flood risk reduction. 

• People’s knowledge about anticipating rains and flood by observing 
environmental signals and animal behaviour can be complimented 
with other scientific early warning system  for reduction the flood 
risk.
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