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1. Introduction
UNCRD

• Founded in 1971as an instrument to achieve the strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade.

Division of Sustainable Development 

Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (DESA/UN)

Hyogo

1. Introduction
UNCRD

Definition of Regional Development 

1) Induce rapid structural change and social reform especially to achieve a     
broader distribution of returns from development among less 
privileged groups in society;

2) Increase popular participation in setting development goals and in 
developmental decision-making and organizational process;

3) Create more effective institutional and administrative arrangements and 
operational approaches to carry out development plans;

4) Achieve a better distribution of population and human activities and 
settlement through a more effective integration of urban and rural 
development ;

5) Include more effectively environmental considerations in development 
programmes;

(from ECOSOC resolution 1582 (L) of 21 May 1971)

1. Introduction
The Kobe Earthquake in 1995

Death toll due to the Earthquake 6,434
Collapsed building: 104,906

1. Introduction
The Kobe Earthquake in 1995
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Self-evacuated

By  family 
members

By  neighbors or friends

By  passers

By  rescue 
crew

others

Rescued by who?

(Source: Japan Association for Fire Science and Engineering 1995)

On-going Projects
1.   Gendered Community 

Based Disaster 
Management in the 
Context of Regional 
Development

2. School Earthquake Safety 
Initiatives

3. Housing Earthquake Safety 
Initiatives

1. Introduction
Disaster Management Planning Hyogo Office

10 years experiences of CBDM
1999-2002: Disaster safe city 
Planning Rooted in Culture and 
Climate
2002-2005: Sustainability in 
Community Based Disaster 
Management 
2005-2006: Urbanisation and CBDM
2006-2007: Gender in Urbanisation 
and CBDM
2007-2008: Gender in CBDM
2008-2009: Gendered CBDM in the 
context of Regional Development

The UNCRD Hyogo office was established in 1999 with 
support from Hyogo Prefecture



Project countries : Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka 

-Counterparts

Bangladesh: Bangladesh Disaster Preparedness Centre
Nepal: Ministry of Local Development

Thribuvan University
Sri Lanka: Green Movement of Sri Lanka

Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development

Introduction to the Research Target Area

The People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh

• Area: 147,570 sq. km.

• Population (million):
– Total : 144.5 (Male 74.0; Female 

70.5)

• Urban 36.7

• Rural 107.8

• Annual Growth Rate: 1.39

• Density (per sq. km): 979

• Life expectancy at birth: Both sex 
66.7 (Male 65.6; Female 70.0)

• Projected Population in 2015 
(million): 158.96 

• Population of in Dhaka 
Metropolitan Areas (SMA): 
12,797,394 (est. 2008)

• Population under Dhaka City 
Corporation: 7,000,940

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional DevelopmentCyclones in Bangladesh 1990-2009
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A. Mushtaque R. Chowdhury et al., (1993)

Cyclone in Bangladesh in 1991

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development
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Context of Regional Development

Assessment of Cyclone Shelter Management

Union Padmapukur Gabura Nishanbaria

Population 31,895 
(16,197/15,698)

36,565 35,500 
(18,460/17,040) 

Death toll due to 
Aila and Sidr

13 (Male 8 
/Female 2/ 
Children 3)

53 (Male 11/ 
Female 42)

2 (Male 1/ 
Female 1)

Number of 
Cyclone shelter 
before Aila/Sidr

4 4 1

Number of 
Cyclone shelter 
after Aila/Sidr

6 14 10

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development

Padmapukur Union

NGO-led Shelter

NGO

Disaster 
Management 
Committee (12 
male/7female)

Union 
Government

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development

Gabura Union

Government-led Shelter

NGO

Disaster 
Management 
Committee (31 
male/4female)

Union 
Government



NGO

Union Disaster Management 
Committee (29 male/7female), 
Village Shelter management 
committee 31 (18 male/13 female)

Union 
Government

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development

Nishanbaria Union

Community-led Shelter

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development

Focus group discussion with women

We do not wait for men to lead 
us to a safer place! We know 
where we need to evacuate. 

My husband encouraged me 
to attend a meeting to raise 
our voice. 

We need to prepare a good 
guideline to make sure 
women are safe in a shelter.

It is important to care 
pregnant women in a shelter. 

The Gendered Disaster Management 
Planning Leaflet produced by Ooita 
Prefecture, Japan

“Earthquakes, floods, and wind disasters 
occur suddenly and nobody is safe –
everybody may be affected. This leaflet 
takes into account how women are more 
vulnerable to disasters and how women 
bear major responsibility for disaster 
management and recovery to provide 
suggestions for life at evacuation centers 
and preparation in daily life.”

On June 12, 2006, Ooita Prefecture 
experienced the “Western Ooita Earthquake” of 
magnitude 5 on the Richter Scale. This leaflet 
was produced in February 2007 to apply 
lessons and advice from their experiences.

3. UNCRD activity on Gendered Community 
Based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development

Training on Gender-Sensitive Evacuation and Shelter 
Management

How can everyone both men and women reach to the shelter safely?

How can we feel secure and safer in the shelter?

• Community participation, ownership, and decision 
making are keys to make  sustainable communities;

• Gender perspectives in CBDM is necessary for making 
safer and secure communities; 

• A need to build capacity for local governments, and 
more community involvement for the project; and

• Policies, strategies, and guidelines for gender-sensitive 
CBDM should be developed with participatory 
approaches. 

6. Conclusion



UNCRD Hyogo Office Publications

All other UNCRD Hyogo Office publications including project reports, proceedings are available 
for download from UNCRD Hyogo Office website; 
http://www.hyogo.uncrd.or.jp/publication/index.html

6. Conclusion
6. Conclusion

Regional Development Dialogue
Vol. 30, No. 1, Spring, 2009

GENDER AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT

EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION
Maureen Fordham Gendering Disaster Risk Reduction: Global and Regional Contexts

ARTICLES
Carolyn Hannan Mainstreaming Gender Perspectives in Natural Disaster Management 
Kristinne Sanz et al. From the Inside Out: Reflections on Gendering Disaster Risk Reduction 
Shoichi Ando Regional Disaster Management and the Gender Perspective of UNCRD 
Yoko Saito Gender Mainstreaming into Community-based Disaster Management in the 
Context of Regional Development 
Brenda D. Phillips Engendering Disaster Risk Reduction: A North American Perspective 
Yukiko Takeuchi Rajib Shaw , Gender Dimensions in Risk Communication: A Perspective 
from a Sediment Disaster in Hiroshima, Japan 
Rosalind Houghton Domestic Violence Reporting and Disasters in New Zealand 
Chaman Pincha and N. Hari Krishna Post-Disaster Death Ex Gratia Payments and Their 
Gendered Impact 
Nibedita S. Ray-Bennett Coping with Multiple Disasters and Diminishing Livelihood 
Resources — Caste, Class, and Gender Perspectives: The Case From Orissa, India 
Sarah Bradshaw Engendering Disasters: Feminization of Response or a Feminization of 
Responsibility? 

On sale

��������	

Contact address: 

saitoy@hyogo.uncrd.or.jp


