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Role of International Agencies  Role of International Agencies  
in Pandemic Influenzain Pandemic Influenza

2nd India Disaster Management Congress
4th-6th Nov 2009
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• Sets out UN system activities and financial requirements

• Published on behalf of 12 Agencies;
FAO, ICAO, ILO, IOM, OCHA, OIE, UNDP, 
UNHCR, UNICEF, UNWTO, WFP and WHO 

••byby UN System Influenza Coordinator (UNSIC)UN System Influenza Coordinator (UNSIC)
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Seven UN objectives Areas for Gaps and Way Forward
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Coordination/Expert committeesCoordination/Expert committees

WHO as Member/Observer:WHO as Member/Observer:

�� InterInter --Ministerial Task Force ( IMTF) Ministerial Task Force ( IMTF) and and Joint Monitoring Group Joint Monitoring Group 
(JMG)(JMG) monitoring  the situationmonitoring  the situation

�� Expert  Committee  under DGHS examining the drug issues (retail Expert  Committee  under DGHS examining the drug issues (retail sale of sale of 
oseltamiviroseltamivir, etc), etc)

�� Expert Committee under Secretary (HR)/DG ICMR examining vaccine Expert Committee under Secretary (HR)/DG ICMR examining vaccine 
production production 

�� Task Force in I&B Ministry developing Task Force in I&B Ministry developing 
Media StrategyMedia Strategy

�� High level consultations with WHOHigh level consultations with WHO
CDC and other expertsCDC and other experts

WHO AlertWHO Alert

�� Current situation constitutes a public health emergency of Current situation constitutes a public health emergency of 
international concern (PHEIC) under the International Health international concern (PHEIC) under the International Health 
Regulations (2005)Regulations (2005)

�� DG WHO raised the Pandemic Alert from Phase 3 to Phase 5  DG WHO raised the Pandemic Alert from Phase 3 to Phase 5  
and subsequently to Phase 6 implying widespread human and subsequently to Phase 6 implying widespread human 
transmissiontransmission

�� Containment of the outbreak may not be feasible Containment of the outbreak may not be feasible 

�� The current focus should be on mitigation measuresThe current focus should be on mitigation measures

�� Not to close borders and not to restrict international travel/trNot to close borders and not to restrict international travel/trade  ade  

Pandemic Influenza PhasesPandemic Influenza Phases
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WHO Activities:WHO Activities:
Preparedness and PlanningPreparedness and Planning
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WHO Activities:WHO Activities:
Human SurveillanceHuman Surveillance
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WHO Activities:WHO Activities:
Human ResponseHuman Response
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Table Top Exercises for 
Pandemic Preparedness

Rapid Response Teams 
refresher training for 
AI/PI

Training of Physicians 

on Ventilatory care

Infection Control for 
AI/PI

Collection of 

Naso-pharyngeal 
aspirate

Collection of 
throat swab with 
precautions

Bio-safety level 
(BSL-3) 
Laboratories  at 
NICD Delhi & NIV 
Pune

NIV Pune is WHO Regional  
Referral Lab for H5 and 
WHO National Influenza 
Centre (NIC)
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Training of Health Training of Health 
staff in AI/PIstaff in AI/PI
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WHO Activities:WHO Activities:
CommunicationCommunication
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Coordination Resource GuideCoordination Resource Guide
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The coordination cycleThe coordination cycle
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Public Public 
SectorSector

RegulatorRegulator

ProviderProvider

Private SectorPrivate Sector

FAO/

OIE/

WFP

WHO IMF UNWTO

Facilitate

Support

Complement

UNSIC to facilitate

A
viation

A
viation

Logistics
Logistics

OCHA WFP ICAO UNICEF

ILO, OCHA, 

UNDP, 

UNICEF, 

WFP 

(Business 

Continuity)

ILO 

(workers’

health)

Promoting Public Private Partnership for Promoting Public Private Partnership for 
Pandemic PreparednessPandemic Preparedness
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Thank You


