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INTRODUCTION  

 

The two-day Roundtable Meetings on ñInnovations in Technologies for Disaster Rescue Efforts 

amongst Asia- Europe Meeting (ASEM) countries & Inauguration of the Virtual Knowledge 

Portal (VKP) and Meeting of the 24x7 Point of Contacts (PoCs) of the East Asia Summit (EAS) 

countriesò, was organized by the 

Ministry of Home Affairs and the 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, on 4
th
 and 5

th
 

December 2014, at Vigyan Bhawan, 

New Delhi, India. In conjunction with 

Roundtable Meetings, an exhibition 

on ñInnovations in Technologies for 

Disaster Rescue Effortsò, was also 

organized in collaboration with 

Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (FICCI).  

 

The Honôble Minister of State 

(Home), Shri Haribhai Parathibhai 

Chaudhary inaugurated the two-day 

Roundtable Meetings. Inaugurating the 

Roundtable Meetings, the Honôble 

Minister of State (Home) mentioned that 

India was moving towards a holistic 

disaster mitigation and management action 

plan and it was the primary duty of the 

state and the community to save lives 

whenever a natural calamity strikes. He 

stressed the need of international 

cooperation in tackling disasters and 

highlighted that "Natural calamities often 

strike with such ferocity that they often 

erode years of painstaking development 

efforts in one sweep". The Honôble 
Dignitaries at the Inaugural Session 
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Minister also launched Virtual Knowledge Portal (VKP); a web based tool to share knowledge 

and best practices related to natural disaster risk assessment, mitigation and response, among 

EAS countries, along with inauguration of the exhibition. Ms. Sneh Lata Kumar, Secretary 

(Border Management), Ministry of Home Affairs, Shri Anil Wadhwa, Secretary (East), Ministry 

of External Affairs, Dr. Arbind Prasad, Director General, Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry, also graced the inaugural session of the event.  
 

Addressing the gathering, Secretary (Border Management), Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), 

Ms. Sneh Lata Kumar remarked that disasters of late have increased in frequency and scale. She 

observed that the Asia-Pacific region recorded 75% of disasters, resulting in 2/3rd of casualties 

recorded worldwide. Voicing concern over very high casualties during the recent earthquakes in 

China, Japan and Indonesia, she called for devising an effective risk finance and insurance 

mechanism, especially for the poor people. 

 

Shri Kiran Rijiju, Honôble Minister of State 

(Home), also interacted with the delegates 

during the dinner organized for the 

dignitaries, international delegates and 

resource persons of the Roundtable 

Meetings. 

 

The Roundtable Meetings facilitated 

building partnerships amongst ASEM 

member countries and their industries in the 

context of efforts made towards building 

disaster rescue and relief capacities, through 

development of joint ventures.  

 

These roundtable meetings discussed and explored use of innovations in technologies for disaster 

rescue efforts amongst the ASEM countries. These meetings also deliberated upon opportunities 

to promote multilateralism in cross border assistance in the event of disasters and establish a 

mechanism for activating the 24x7 Points of Contact (PoCs) of the EAS countries and discussed 

how innovations in technology can be utilized to save lives and reduce effective response time 

by the governments. 

 

Meetings of the Points of Contact (PoCs) of EAS member countries deliberated upon the Virtual 

Knowledge Portal: Structure, functions and international cooperation. During the meeting, a 

discussion on Road Map for coordination mechanism for effective Disaster Risk Management 

among EAS Member countries, along with response to major disasters, international and regional 

coordination, was also discussed. 

 

PARTICIPATION  AND DELIBERATION S 

 

The meetings were attended by delegates from 26 member countries from Asia-Europe Meeting 

(ASEM) countries and East Asia Summit (EAS) member countries and representatives from 

European Union (EU) and Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat. In 
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addition, participants from 10 International 

Organizations, such as Asian Disaster Preparedness 

Center(ADPC), United Nations Platform for Space-

based Information for Disaster Management and 

Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER), United Nations 

Childrenôs Funds (UNICEF), United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 

Pacific (UNESCAP), SAARC Disaster Management 

Centre (SDMC), European  Union Humanitarian Aid 

and Civil Protection Department(ECHO) and Officials 

& experts from various Central Ministries, Armed 

Forces, State Governments and Technical 

Organizations from India attended the Roundtable Meetings. More than 360 delegates 

participated in the event and over 40 domestic and international industries took part in the 

exhibition.  

 

In addition to the Plenary Session, the Roundtable 

Meetings had nine technical sessions for discussion on 

different aspects of coordination and cooperation on 

issues related to disaster management. The Plenary 

Session was chaired by Dr. P. K. Mishra, Addl. 

Principal Secretary, PMO, India, and co-chaired by 

Mr. Luke Brown, Director, Emergency Management 

Australia. The other sessions were chaired and co-

chaired by renowned experts/resource persons from 

India and abroad. 

 

MAJOR OUTCOME  

 

A draft outcome document was prepared based on the deliberations of the Roundtable Meetings. 

For wider consultation, the outcome document was circulated among all participants. The major 

points of outcome of the Roundtable Meetings are as following: 

 

 The Roundtable Meetings expressed concern with the increasing risk of disasters and 

their impact on peopleôs lives, livelihoods, infrastructure, resources and ecosystems, 

thereby causing setbacks to the pace of sustainable development in the East Asia Summit 

(EAS) and Asia Europe Meeting Member countries. 

 

 Recognised that technology innovations and their applications are integral to capacity 

building and planning for disaster risk reduction and effective response in case of natural 

or human induced disasters, including disaster related implications of climate change, 

environmental and complex emergencies. 

 

 Necessity to participate fully in the consultations and strategic processes amongst the 

EAS and ASEM Member countries to mainstream Disaster Risk Reduction into their 

development agenda, especially through increasing pre-disaster capacity development (to 
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reduce the risk or/and impact of disasters), and improving preparedness and coordination 

for effective response and implementing smooth and sustainable recovery and 

reconstruction in case of a natural or human-induced disaster, and to provide inputs 

towards Safe & Sustainable Development Agenda in these EAS and ASEM Member 

countries. It also emphasised the importance of working towards increasing the 

commitment of public leaders, strengthening the legislative framework, putting in place 

quality control and assurance, precise enforcement regime, undertaking appropriate 

capacity building of relevant stakeholders, including professionals and institutions, and 

winning trust of the citizens. 

 

 Develop and promote implementation of acceptable strategies and methods for 

integration of disaster risk reduction, climate change adaptation, resilient infrastructure, 

ecosystem management approaches and sustainable (post-disaster) recovery framework 

for addressing sustainability of communities, their livelihoods, food security, health, 

business continuity at national, sub-national and local developmental planning level, in 

EAS and ASEM member countries; and, 

 

 Strategy on Science & Technology innovations and application for Disaster Risk 

Reduction with particular emphasis on disaster rescue ï response resources and 

mechanisms and capacity development for mainstreaming DRR across key sectors of 

development. 

 

The final outcome document will be available soon and will be shared by all participants of the 

Roundtable Meetings. 
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